Lesson: Like Terms and Combining Like Terms
In algebra, we often want to simplify expressions if possible to make our lives easier. This is where the discussion of like terms comes into play.
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Like terms are terms that share the exact same variables with the exact same exponents. Only like terms may be added. 

Do like terms work in real life? Ie, can you come up with an example of like terms that could still be added in the real world? 



Building off of your example, what wouldn’t be like terms and could NOT be added in that scenario? 




In the following list below, classify which terms are like terms.
Discuss the two examples with the class to ensure they understand how to identify like terms. Students may color code, underline, or draw shapes around anything in the lists to indicate they are like terms. 

a. 







b. 





The idea of like terms only comes up when we are talking about addition or subtraction. We do not worry about this when we want to multiply two things together. You may only add or subtract terms that are like terms.

Combine like terms. The next page is also left blank if you need more space. 
a. 
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c.  







d.  








e.  
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