Lesson: Eccentricity with Ellipses
To discuss the concept of eccentricity, we need to discuss what the formal mathematical definition of conic sections is.
Define a conic:











The intuitive idea behind eccentricity can change slightly with each conic section, but it is generally a ratio of different measures within the conic section.
What does the eccentricity of an ellipse tell us?



How do we represent eccentricity?




How do you calculate the eccentricity of an ellipse?




How does the eccentricity of a parabola compare to the eccentricity of an ellipse? Summarize the explanation from the video.










Examples Find the eccentricity of each ellipse.
a. 








b. 








Example Find the equation of an ellipse with  with foci at 
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